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Cover artwork

As a representation of the cancer word book,

the painting tells a story of comfort, direction,
support and guidance. In the most difficult times
of life, there are those who provide such comfort,
support, direction and guidance. In the native
culture, there is interconnectedness between

all living beings and the environment. The sun
provides warmth, light, growth and nourishment
and mother earth gives life, shelter, food and a
supportive environment for us to thrive in.

In the painting, the person holding the bowl

is healthy and is providing support to the
person who is in distress mentally, physically,
spiritually, and emotionally. The bowl contains
care, support and growth, and is being extended
to the other person who is shown as accepting
these values. In those times when we are
challenged and our spirits are low, it is these
values of support, care, guidance and a helping
hand that guide and support us through our time
of need.
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INTRODUCTION

Culture influences the way patients talk about cancer, understand it and communicate their
symptoms. It also influences how messages about treatment and care are received by patients.
Researchers and translators tell us that cancer terms are highly technical and that it is a challenge to
translate words specific to cancer into Aboriginal language.

The Cancer Word Book aims to improve cross-cultural communication between health care
providers, patients and family members. Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Committee
developed this tool for translators and those who assist health care providers to communicate with
aboriginal people. It is designed to assist patient navigators, cultural interpreters and translators who
support Aboriginal people and their families who are diagnosed with cancer. It can also assist health care
providers to communicate with Aboriginal patients and their family members when translation is not
available.

A small working group worked with Bruce Beardy to develop the content and layout. The
Interpreter’s Manual (Sioux Lookout Zone Hospital, 2000) and the Cancer Word Book (Canadian Cancer
Society, 1990) provided useful information for the development of this resource. The Cancer Word Book
is designed in two parts: Severn Ojibwe and Ojibwe equivalents. Each section lists the English word
with definition and the translated words.

Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Committee is committed to reducing the burden of
cancer for Aboriginal people in Northwestern Ontario. Through the development of culturally relevant
resources, the committee aims to increase cancer awareness and education about cancer prevention and
care for Aboriginal people. The funding for this project was provided by the Northern Cancer Research
Foundation (NCRF).

Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Care Committee (2005)

Aboriginal Nursing Program, Lakehead University
Anishnawbe Mushkiki

Canadian Cancer Society — Thunder Bay

Dilico Ojibway Child and Family Services

First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada
Hospice Northwest

Matawa First Nations

Metis Nation of Ontario

Nishnawbe Aski Nation

NorWest Community Health Centres

Ontario Metis Aboriginal Association

Pain and Symptom Management Team

Regional Cancer Care — Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre
Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre

Wequedong Lodge
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The Severn Ojibwe or Oji-Cree Language consists of many different dialects. Each community
somewhat represents its own dialect and the Syllabic writing system and translations will vary
accordingly. In this booklet, the common Syllabic writing system is used which is generally practiced by
Severn Ojibwe communities. Severn Ojibwe communities are located in the vicinity of the Severn River
Basin, hence the Severn Ojibwe. These communities are located in the basin as far as Deer Lake to the
west and to Kasibonika in the east, from North Spirit Lake to Sachigo and other communities in between,
such as; Bearskin Lake, Muskrat Dam, Kingfisher and Wunnumin. The map below shows where the
Severn River Basin is located with respect to some of the communities.

T Severn River Area

Map was retrieved from the NAN website
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GUIDE TO READING THE SEVERN OJIBWE PHONETIC WRITING SYSTEM

There are two sets of vowels in the Severn Ojibwe language, seven vowels altogether; three short
and four long. Three short vowels include:

i 0 a

The remaining four vowels are known as long vowels. The short vowels above are simply paired
by adding the same (vowel) letter to it to produce the long sound. The vowel ‘e’ by itself is considered to
be a long vowel.

e 1 00 aa

The examples of the short and long vowels are:

1. Short Vowels
vowel English Equivalent Severn Ojibwe Translation
i pin pi-naa-kwaan Aab comb
0 to 0-naa-gan >ab? plate
a above mi-nih-kwaa-gan Mo'b-b cup

2. Long Vowels
vowel English Equivalent Severn Ojibwe Translation
e pet e-mih-kwaan VM- spoon
11 beat mii-na Mo again
00 choose waa-pooz g->o rabbit
aa fax o-daa-baan >CL3 vehicle

The Severn Ojibwe consonants and vowels which are used in this booklet are:

Consonants w p/b t/d k/g ch/j m n s/z sh/zh 'y

Vowels e 1 11 0 00 a aa

il
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The examples of the Severn Ojibwe syllable writing system are the following:

Severn Ojibwe final English gloss
< Vv C A ) A > Chronic
ba be daa pi ne wi n

With the ‘final’ infix and with a ‘w’ in between the consonant and vowel (¢’w’v) cluster:

Severn Ojibwe final | c’'w’v final English gloss
r 4 A- < v Q- - v Colostomy
mii zZil wi pa sh kwe wa zh

In the Syllabic orthography, a long vowel sound is achieved by simply placing a dot above the
Syllabic character as the chart below indicates.

Severn Ojibwe Final English Gloss
Common Syllabics L r © V: A >
With Long Vowels L r ® v A > Surgery
Roman Orthography | maa | ji zhoo | we wi n

Below is the example of the gloss entries in this booklet with common Syllabics.

Medical Word

\— Cancer

English
Phonetic

S

Meaning

Severn Ojibwe
Roman Orthography

kaa-amoowemagak kichi-aakosiiwin /
amoogowaapinewin

b<ldV-Lb® PP AdFA-> / Ud<-AdA-

(ga-a-mo-wey-mu-guk ge-che a-ku-se-win / a-mo-go-wa-
be-ney-win)

Cancer is a general term for more than 200
diseases. It is the uncontrolled, abnormal growth
of cells that can invade and destroy healthy
tissues. Most cancers can also spread to other
parts of the body.

v

Severn Ojibwe
Common Syllabics



Cancer Word Book with Severn Ojibwe Equivalents

SEVERN OJIBWE CONSONANT - VOWEL SYLLABLE CHART

vowels e 1 il 0 00 a aa

consonants Finals
w we wi wil WO W00 wa waa w
p pe pi pii po poo pa paa p
b be bi bii bo boo ba baa b
t te ti til to t0o ta taa t
d de di dii do doo da daa d
k ke ki kii ko koo ka kaa
g ge gi gii g0 g00 ga gaa
ch che chi chii cho choo cha chaa ch
j je ji jii jo joo ja jaa ]
m me mi mii mo moo ma maa m
n ne ni nii no noo na naa n
S se si sil SO SO0 sa saa S
z ze z1 zil Z0 Z00 za zaa z
sh she shi shii sho shoo sha shaa sh
zh zhe zhi zhii zho zhoo zha zhaa zh
y ye yi yii yo yoo ya yaa y
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COMMON SEVERN OJIBWE SYLLABICS WRITING SYSTEM CHART
with Roman equivalents

Finals
West East
A >

e i 0 a
west V- A- > < °
w we wi WO wa
east -V AN -> -< °
w we wi WO wa

V A > < ! <
p/b pe/be pi/bi po/bo pa/ba

U N D) C ’ <
t/d te/de ti/di to/do ta/da

9 P d b N b
k/g ke/ge ki/gi ko/go ka/ga

1 r J L - v
ch/j che/je chi/ji cho/jo cha/ja

1 r d L ¢ t
m me mi mo ma

o) o 0 Q 2 *
n ne ni no na

N 4 A 5 n A
s/z se/ze si/zi S0/zo sa/za

T J © %) v @
sh/zh she/zhe shi/zhi sho/zho sha/zha

4 ~ < s 4 4
y ye yi yo ya
Extra Characters: x = Christ h=H = =R ==1L

vi
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SEVERN OJIBWE LONG VOWEL SYLLABICS WRITING SYSTEM CHART
with Roman equivalents

Finals
West East
A >

e i 0 a
west V- A- B> - °
w we wi WO wa
east -V A D> - °
w we wi WO wa

% A > < ! <
p/b pe/be pi/bi po/bo pa/ba

U N D C ’ <
t/d te/de ti/di to/do ta/da

q P d b \ b
k/g ke/ge ki/gi ko/go ka/ga

g r J L - b
ch/j che/je chi/ji cho/jo cha/ja

T r ] L < L
m me mi mo ma

o) G o) a > *
n ne ni no na

N ¢ A N " ,
s/z se/ze si/zi S0/zo sa/za

1 i) ® ) v @
sh/zh she/zhe shi/zhi sho/zho sha/zha

4 ~ < 5 ¢ ¢
y ye yi yo ya

Extra Characters: x = Christ h=H = =R ==1

vil
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Ache

tewizi

UA-¢

(deh-wih-zih)

A dull pain anywhere in the body that doesn’t
g0 away.

Acute

kinibaabinewin

Po<A0A-?

(gi-nih-bap-bi-neh-win)

An illness that happens suddenly or over a short
period of time.

Adenocarcinoma

bijjiwiyaw kaa’amoowemagak kichi aakosiiwin
ALA-Z° b<UV-LbY PN JdPA-

(be-chih-we-yow ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-chih
a-ko-see-win)

A type of cancer made up of abnormal gland
cells that line the inner surface of some organs in
the body.

Adrenal glands

niishin agaasinoon wagichi odiitiikosiiwinig
kaa’oji anohkiimagak wiiyaawik

oJ? dbl o’ <P DNNIZA-c bDI
do0"PLLN AZAN

(ne-zhin a-ga-sin-noon wa-gi-chih o-dee-tee-go-see-wi-nick
ga-o-chih a-no-kee-ma-guck we-yow-wig)

Two small organs on top of the kidneys that
release hormones affecting various body
functions.

Allergic, is
omajishkaagon
DLMbd?

(o-ma-chish-ga-goon)

When your body or skin reacts badly to something

you eat, drink, breathe. You may experience
sneezing, watering eyes, hives that itch, shortness
of breath and swelling. Can be treated with
medication.

Alopecia
binaanikwese
AV XS R
(bi-na-ni-kweh-seh)
Hair loss from chemotherapy. This can include
all body hair as well as scalp hair. Your hair
grows back after treatment is finished.

Amputation
kiishgishwaagano / kiishgi(bodypart)shwaagano
PPubo / PP - (T>A- 9d°) - v-bo
(geesh-ge-shwa-gun-no)

Cutting off a limb or part of the body.

Analgesic
wiisakiziiwi mashkiki / wiisagendamowi
mashkiki
ANPPA- LUPP / ANIPCIA- LUPP
(we-sa-gih-see-we mush-ge-ge / we-sa-ken-da-mo-wi
mush-ge-ge)
A drug that takes away pain.

Anemia
jaakimiskwi misko manjosesak
LPIP- MdL2JdNNY
(cha-gi-mis-kwee misko-man-chos-seh-suck)
A shortage of red blood cells, which may cause
fatigue.

Anesthesia
nipehiitiwin mashkiki
o V'"ANA-> LYPP
(ni-be-he-tee-win mush-ge-ge)
A drug inhaled or injected into you to freeze
or numb your body, to put you to sleep so you don’t
feel anything.

Anorexia
baawaniiyaapinewin
<J-cZA0A?
(ba-wan-nee-yaa-pin-neh-win)
Lack of appetite for food. Appetite loss that is
sometimes a side effect of chemotherapy.
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Antibiotic
kiige mashkiki
P9 LvPP
(key-geh mush-ge-ge)
Healing medicine.

Anticoagulant
miskoyaabiiwi tawinikani mashkiki
ekaa wado ji’ayaag
d>AA- CA-obo LYPP Vb <D M5
(mis-ko-yaa-be-we da-wi-ni-gun-ne mush-ge-ge eh-gaa
wa-do chee-a-yaak)
Drug/medicine that is used to prevent blood

clots from forming in your body.

Antiemetic
baagomoo mashkiki
<dJ LpPP
(baa-go-mo mush-ge-ge)
A drug that prevents or relieves nausea and
vomiting.

Antifungal
omigiiwi mashkiki
DIPA- LPP
(o-me-key-we mush-ge-ge)
A medicine used to treat fungal infections.

Artificial Larynx
noodaagoziiwaabik kaa’agonikadek
migodashgwag
oCI/AAY bdd’bU dCY%-
(no-da-go-zee-wa-bick ga-a-go-ni-ga-deck
mi-go-dush-gwaag)
After the voice box (larynx) is removed for
cancer an artificial voice box is used. This
battery operated machine is held against the
throat to create vibrations that enable a person to
be heard.

Ascites
gaamooshkinebiisech omisataak
blPoAN" DINC
(ga-moosh-gi-neh-be-sech o-mi-sa-taack)
Abnormal accumulation of fluid in the belly.

Aspirate
wiikobiihiikanaaboo jiishtahiigan
A-dA"Aba > MYC'Ab?
(we-ko-be-he-gun-na-bo jiish-da-he-gun)
The process of removing fluid from a specific
area, using a big needle, often used for
diagnostic purposes to relieve discomfort.

Atrophy
nihshwaanaadan jiishdateyaabiin
0"naC LYbA-A-Z"
(ni-shwa-na-dun cheesh-ta-teh-yaa-been)
Thinning or wasting of the muscles of the body.

Autoimmunity
wiyaw kaamiikaanitisiimakanik
A>° bllboN/Lbo®
(we-yow ga-me-ga-ni-ti-see-ma-ga-nick)
An abnormal condition in which the body’s
immune system fights and rejects itself.

Axillary Dissection
kiniishgwahk kamanishwaaganoowaac
anaamihnik
Po'b™ bLownbod:~ <al'o?
(key-neesh-gwak ga-ma-ni-shwa-gun-no-wach a-na-mi-nick)
An operation to remove the lymph nodes lying
under the armpit.

Bacteria
aakosiiwi manjooshag
ddrA- LPdod
(a-ko-see-we man-joo-shug)
Tiny bugs that can cause infection and disease.
Can only be seen with a microscope.
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Barium Swallow

kaaminikwatek cipawaateshimich omisat kaye
onakish
blfob-U P<KT-UST™ DN b4 DaPY

(ga-mi-ni-gwa-deck ji-ba-wa-deh-she-mij o-mi-sat
ga-yeh o-na-gish)

A way of taking an x-ray picture of the upper
bowel and stomach. One drinks a clay like
liquid. Then an x-ray of the upper bowel is
taken.

Basal Cell Carcinoma (see Skin Cancer)
washagayik kaa’amoowemagak kichi aakosiiwin
<duwbm~ bdlV-LbY P AdPA-?

(wah-shah-ga-yig ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-cheh
a-ko-see-win)

The most common type of skin cancer. Is most
often found on parts of the body frequently
exposed to the sun.

Benign (tumour on your body)
bikwashkosewin / kaawin kaagotaatigwak
Ab-"dSA-> / bA- bdCNb->
(be-gwush-ko-seh-win / ga-win ga-go-da-tick-gwuck)
A swelling or growth that is not cancerous. It
does not spread from one part of the body to
another, and is usually not dangerous.

Bilateral

kwekwekote miyaawik kichi aakosiiwin
9-Q-dU T'>A- bd1V-Lb® P IdPA-

(gweh-gweh-ko-deh ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-cheh
a-ko-see-win)

This term refers to both sides of the body.

Bile Duct Cancer

kiiwiinzop kaa’ani iinashigawik
kaa’amoowemagak kichi akosiiwin
PA>A b<o A”SbA-N b<lV-Lb™ PIr AdFA-

(key-ween-zoap ga-a-ni ee-na-shih-ga-wick
ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck ki-cheh a-ko-see-win)

Cancer of the tube that carries bile from the liver
to the duodenum. A type of bile duct cancer.
Bile ducts carry bile from the liver and the
gallbladder to the small intestine

(duodenum).

Biopsy
paki kaapakweshikaatek ewiinanakajijikatek
kiishpin ayaakwen kaa’amoowemagak
aakosiiwin
<P b<9-SbU* VA:aablMbUY PYA> {>9-?

bllV-Lb® ddrA-?

(ba-key ga-ba-kwe-zhe-ga-tek
e-we-na-na-ga-chih-chih-ga-tek geesh-pin a-yaa-gwen
ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck a-ko-see-win)

Cutting out a small piece of tissue for the
doctor to look at under the microscope to help
decide whether or not you have cancer.

Birthmark, has a
omiiniman owashagayik
Dlol? D<-ub~
(o-me-ni-mun o-wa-sha-ga-yig)
Red, brown or white mark on skin present at
time of birth.

Bladder
shikonaaboowasiwajikan
J'da><-/< b
(shih-go-naa-bo-wa-si-wa-chih-gun)
The part of the body in the lower belly where
urine is stored.

Blast Cells
waabimisko manjoosesak
<AMPG LPJSNY
(wa-bih-mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck)
Immature white blood cells. A very small
amount of blast cells are normally present in the
bone marrow. In leukemia, blast cells are present
in large numbers.

Blood Brain Barrier
wiindibiiwi miskoyaabiiwi nakaahiigan
A>NAA- TS AA- ab"Ab?
(ween-di-be-we mis-ko-ya-be-wi na-ga-he-gun)
A network of blood vessels that help to prevent
potentially dangerous substances from entering
the brain. Some chemotherapy drugs cross this
barrier.
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Blood Count
miskomanjoosesak agimaawak
ModLrJdshy QPLg-
(mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck a-gi-ma-wuck)
The number of red blood cells, white blood
cells, and/or platelets in a sample of blood. See
definition of red, white blood cells and platelets.

Blood Pressure
iishpise misko
AYAN T0d
(eesh-bi-seh mis-ko)
Pressure of the blood on the walls of the arteries
Hypertension—blood pressure is higher than
140/90.

Blood Transfusion
jiishtahiigan kayaapatak misko piitaapaawajikan
PUC'Ab? b><C T°d ACLL L2
(cheesh-ta-he-gun ga-ya-pa-duck mis-ko
be-ta-paa-wa-che-gun)
Is given blood through a needle.

Blood Typing
kwegimisko kigenjigaade
Q-dl'"d P’y
(gwe-gi-mis-ko gi-gen-chih-ga-deh)
A laboratory test that is done before a blood
transfusion to ensure that the donor’s blood is
compatible with the recipients. Blood typing
identifies the specific blood type (A, B, O
or AB).

Blood Work
misko memejikaajikaade
d 11MblMbyU
(mis-ko meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-ga-deh)
A test to examine your blood count, blood cells
etc.

Bone Cancer
okanik kaa’amoowemagak kichi aakosiiwin
Dbo® bdAV:LbY Pl JdPA-?
(o-ka-nick ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-che a-ko-see-win)
A cancer that grows in the bones of the body.

Bone Marrow Biopsy
okaniiwi opahsahiinan kaananagajijigatek
jiishtahiigan kaayaapatak
DboA-D<"\'"Aa? baablbUN M'C"Ab?
b><Ch

(o-ka-nee-we o-pa-sa-he-nan ga-na-na-ga-chih-chih-ga-tek
cheesh-ta-he-gun ga-ya-pa-tuk)

The procedure by which a needle is inserted into
a bone to take out a sample of the bone marrow.

Bone Marrow Depression (Suppression)
okaniiwi opahsahiinaniwaapinewin
DboA-D<"N'A”<-ADA-

(o-ka-nee-we o-pa-sa-he-nan-ni-wa-pi-neh-win)

An abnormal condition in which the bone
marrow cannot produce normal amounts of
blood cells and platelets. This is a common
side effect of chemotherapy.

Bone Marrow Transplant
okaniiwi opahsahiinan kaamiishkodinikaadek
maajishigowin
DboA-D<"\N"Aa? [YdNobUA-LIS'JA-?

(o-ka-nee-we o-pa-sa-he-nan ka-meesh-go-di-ni-ga-dek
ma-che-shi-go-win)

Treatment by which a person’s bone marrow is
destroyed by chemotherapy and/or radiation. It
is then replaced with new bone marrow from
another person. In some cases the person’s own
bone marrow can be used.

Bone Scan
okaniibawaatepisowin
Dbo<J-UAAA-
(o-ka-nee-pa-wa-teh-bi-so-win)
An x-ray picture of the bones using a radioactive
dye that shows any injury, disease or healing.

Brachytherapy
megwehii jaagiswaaganowak
kaa’amoowemakak manjoosesak
19"A LPN-bo< b<dV-Lb™ L2JNNY

(meh-gwe-he cha-ki-zwa-ga-no-wuck ga-a-mwe-ma-guck
man-cho-seh-suck)

A type of radiation therapy in which tiny
radioactive seeds are placed directly into a
tumour or cancer site.
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Brain Scan
wiindib bawaatepisowin
APNA <TUAAA-
(ween-dib pa-wa-teh-bi-so-win)
A CT imaging study of the brain often taken to
detect primary cancer of the brain or the spread
of cancer into the brain. (See CT Scan).

Brain Tumour
wiindib kaa’amoowemagak kichi aakosiiwin
AN bAAV-LEY P AdPA-
(ween-dib ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-cheh a-ko-see-win)
Cancer that starts in or spreads to the brain.

Breast Reconstruction
oshkijoojooshjigewin
DYP JJ'raA-?
(osh-key-cho-chosh-chih-keh-win)
The use of plastic surgery to rebuild the breast
after surgery.

Breast Self-Examination (BSE)
joojooshimemejikaahiitisowin
JJJ 1Ire"ANAA-2
(cho-cho-shih-meh-meh-chih-ga-he-di-so-win)
A way to examine your breasts to detect changes
in the way they look or the way they feel.

Bronchi
bakitanaamooniyaabiin
<PCadocZA?
(ba-key-ta-na-moo-nee-ya-been)
Branch like tubes from the windpipe (trachea)
that lead into each lung. Breathing tubes in
lungs.

Bronchogenic Carcinoma
bakitanaamooniyaabiik amoogowaapinewin
<PCado>AN <1d<-AoA->
(ba-key-ta-na-moo-nee-ya-beek a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer that starts in the large tubes (bronchi)
that connect the windpipe (trachea) to each of
the lungs.

Bronchoscopy
okotashkwag kaabiitapikenikaatek
enanagajijigatek aniin eshinagwanikwen
bakitanaamooniyaab
>dC%-* bACAQobU" VaablMbU" o>

VJab-c9? <PCalc’!

(o-go-dush-gwak ga-be-ta-be-keh-ni-ga-tek
e-na-na-ga-chih-chih-ga-tek a-neen e-zhe-na-gwa-ni-gwen
ba-gi-ta-na-mo-nee-yaab)

A procedure in which a tube with a light at one
end is threaded down the throat to examine the
bronchi and to remove cells for microscopic
study.

Bruised, is
ozhaawashkose
Dn<d-vdy
(o-zha-wush-go-seh)
A black/blue sore area of the skin that happens
when blood collects beneath the skin.

Burned,is
jaakizi
LPY
(cha-gih-sih)
When heat or cold causes your skin to turn red
or blister.

C

Cancer
kaa’amoowemagak kichi aakosiiwin /
amoogowaapinewin
b<1V-Lb™ P AdPA-> / <Ud<-AoA-~

(ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-cheh a-ko-see-win /
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

Cancer is a general term for more than 200
diseases. It is the uncontrolled, abnormal growth
of cells that can invade and destroy healthy
tissues. Most cancers can also spread to other
parts of the body.
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Cancer in-situ
kaa’oji maaji amoogowaapinech
b LM <J4d<-Ao-
(ga-o-chih maa-chee a-mo-go-wa-bi-nech)
The stage where the cancer is still confined to
the tissue in which it started.

Carcinoma
bijjiwiiyaw amoogowaapinewin
APA>° <1d<-AoA-
(be-chih-we-yow a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
The most common type of cancer. A kind of
cancer that starts in the skin or in the lining
organs. Lungs, intestines and the uterus
are hollow organs where a carcinoma begins.

CAT scan
masinaatepison / bawaatepison / jaakaatepison
LZaUAA? / <<UAA? / LbUAA?

(ma-si-na-teh-bi-soon / ba-wa-teh-bi-soon /
cha-ka-teh-bi-soon)

See CT Scan or Tomography

Catheter
wiikwajigewaabooyaab miyawig kapiitinigatek
AbM]->5' THA bANobUN
(we-kwa-chih-keh-wa-bo-yaab me-yaw-wig
ga-be-ti-ni-ga-tek)
A flexible plastic tube that is used to give or
remove fluids in your body.

Cauterization
kaajaakizwaakanowaaj ka’amoowewaaj misko
manjoosesak
bLPN-bo-™ b<1-<-" T"dL2JNNY
(ga-cha-gi-zwa-ga-no-waj mis-ko-man-cho-seh-suck)
A procedure that uses heat to destroy abnormal
cells, such as cancer cells.

Cell
miskomanjooses
rrdl2dse
(mis-ko-man-cho-sehs)
A cell is the basic structure of living tissues. All
plants and animals are made up of one or more
cells.

Cellulitis

washagahiik baagisewin

<Lnb"A <PNA-?

(wa-shuh-ga-heek ba-gi-seh-win)

The inflammation of the skin and the underlying
tissue.

Central Nervous System (CNS)

wiindib waawiganiyaab
A NAL-Abgs!

(ween-dib wa-wi-gun-nee-yaab)
The brain and spinal cord.

Cerebrospinal Fluid (CSF)

wiindib waawiganiyaabiiwaaboo
ACNAL-AbaZAL->

(ween-dib wa-wi-gun-nee-yaa-be-wa-bo)

The fluid surrounding the spinal column and
brain that helps to protect and cushion the
central nervous system.

Cervical nodes

migwayawik misko kaa’oji
bimiwebahiigemakak
Fb->A-N T°d bDM ATV-<"AALL

(mi-gwa-ya-wig mis-ko ga-o-che
bi-mi-weh-ba-he-keh-ma-guck)

Lymph nodes in the neck. (See lymph nodes).

Cervix

gaa’ochi nitaawigich abinoochiish

b>I o CA-P~ AN

(ga-o-chih ni-ta-wi-gich a-bi-no-cheesh)

A narrowed part of the uterus extending into the
vagina. Where you were born from.

Chemotherapy

amoogowaapinewin mashkikiin

<1Id<-AoA- LVPP?

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win mush-ge-geen)

A drug that is used to kill cancer cells or
control their growth. Chemotherapy drugs are
antineoplastic. A drug that prevents, kills, or
blocks the growth and spread of cancer cells.
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Cholecystectomy
iinzob manishikaate
A LoSbU
(een-zoap ma-ni-shih-ka-teh)

The surgical removal of the gallbladder.

Chronic
gaminwakatapinehikooch babedaapinewin
blra-b<dA0"Ad™ <VCADA-
(ga-mi-nwa-ka-ta-pi-neh-he-kooch ba-beh-da-bi-neh-win)
A condition or symptom that develops slowly,
persists for a long period of time, or gets worse
very slowly.

Claustrophobia
kaagotaajit awiiya ka’ishi akaasitawaanik
ji’ayaach
bdCl” JA-> bAS db/CLo M<K
(ga-go-ta-chit a-we-ya ga-ee-zheh a-ga-si-ta-wa-nig
che-a-yach)
Being afraid of enclosed areas.

Clinical Trials
oshki nadawihiiwewi kakwejijikewinan
DUP o CA-"AV-A- bA-MAAQ?
(osh-ge na-da-we-he-weh-we ga-gweh-che-che-geh-win)
Research studies to test new treatments or
approaches to detecting, reducing the risk for
and managing cancer, which may prove to be of
more benefit than current methods.

Clot
wido miskwiikaak
AD TPk
(wi-do mis-kwee-kaak)
Happens when blood thickens in clump-usually
to stop further bleeding (scab forms). Dangerous
if a clot forms in blood stream and travels to the
heart, brain or lungs.

Cobalt Treatment

kaajaagiswaakanowaaj amoogowaabinewi
manjoosesak
bLPNbo™ JUd<-AoA-gL>JS\

(ga-cha-gi-zwa-ka-no-waj a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we
man-cho-seh-suck)

A type of radiation therapy in which high energy
gamma rays emitted by Cobalt are directed at
tumours deep within your body to destroy cancer
cells.

Colon Cancer

onagishiiwi amoogowaapinewin

DaPJS A <1d<-ADA>

(o-na-gi-she-we a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

Cancer of the large bowel (lower intestine)
which can develop in the bowel lining from
small growths occur anywhere along the inner
lining of the colon.

Colonoscopy

onagishiiwiyaabiiwi memejikaajikewiyaab
DaPSAZAA- TICBMAA-S!
(o-na-gi-she-we-ya-be-we meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-win)
A technique for looking at the colon or large
bowel through a lighted, flexible tube.

The anus is looked at with this instrument.

Colostomy

miiziiwipashkwewazh ka’agokwajikatek
M7A-<¥9-<-Y b<ddb-bU*
(mee-zee-we-pash-gweh-wuzh ga-a-go-kwa-chih-ga-tek)
Opening to the bowel through the abdominal
wall. Special bags are attached to this opening to
collect the stool expelled by the large intestine.

Colposcopy

iikwinik abinoochiish ga’ochi nitawigich
memejikaajikewin
A9-A-a™ Ao bDI oCA-P~ TIMbMAA-

(ee-kweh-wi-nick a-bi-no-cheesh ga-o-chih ni-ta-wi-gich
meh-meh-che-ka-che-keh-we-yaab)

Special way of looking at the cervix with an
instrument called a colposcope.
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Coma, is in a
nepijinibaa
oAMo<
(neh-bi-che-ni-ba)
Asleep/unconscious and is still breathing but
cannot be awakened.

Complete Blood Count (CBC)
giizhi maamawagimaawak misko miina waabi
manjoosesak
PSLLLL-PLLN T T <A LPJINNY

(key-sheh ma-ma-wa-geh-ma-wuck mis-ko mee-na wa-bi
mun-cho-seh-suck)

A blood test that provides a total picture of the
blood’s cells. The test reports how many red
blood cells, white blood cells and platelets a
person has.

Cone Biopsy (conization)
jiibo gitinaaganoowak amoogowaapinewi
manjoosesak iimaa iikwe
waabamaawasoshkwademik
F>PNabod™ AUd<-AoA: LIS AL
AQ- < <LQ-Ab-UC
(chee-bo giti-na-ga-no-wuck a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we mun-
cho-seh-suck ee-ma ee-gweh
wa-bua-ma-wa-shosh-gwa-deh-mig)
Cancer cells are removed in a cone section, in
the cervix.

Confusion
wawaanendam
9-aA- Ao°C€
(wa-wa-nehn-dum)
Is confused.

Congestive Heart Failure
niinamanikiise midehii
oalLoPy TU'A
(nee-na-ma-ne-key-seh mi-deh-he)
A buildup of fluid in the lungs and/or extremities
(especially the legs). This occurs because the
heart cannot pump the blood adequately. Some
types of chemotherapy can cause this condition.

Consent
bakitintisowin
<PN’NAA->
(ba-gi-din-di-so-win)
Verbal or written permission.

Constipated
gaawin jigiimiisiich
bA-> PP~
(ga-win chih-key-mee-seech)
Is blocked in anus, cannot have a bowel
movement, has hard feces. May be caused by
chemotherapy.

Consultation
mashkikiiwinini omemejikaajikewin awiiya
geiishi nadawiyaakanooch
L'PPA-co DTIMbMAA? JA-> 9AS
aCA->bo"

(mush-ge-ge-wi-ni-ni o-meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-win
a-we-ya geh-ee-shih na-da-we-ya-ka-nooj)

When a doctor reviews a new patient’s medical
history, tests, x-rays and/or pathology slides to
determine the need for treatment.

Contrast Medium (See IVP)
bawaatepisowinaaboo
<Q-UAAAQ>
(ba-wa-teh-bi-so-wi-na-bo)
A dye used in some x-ray procedures to help
doctors see internal organs or structures in
the body that might otherwise be difficult to see
clearly.

Core Needle Biopsy
jiishtahiigan kaayaapatak emanishigaadek
gegoon memejikaajikewin
FUC'Ab? b><CN VLoJbUN 9d” T1IMbMAA-?
(cheesh-ta-he-gun ga-ya-pa-duck eh-ma-ni-shih-ga-tek
geh-kon meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-win)
A type of biopsy in which a small cutting needle
is used to remove a small piece tissue for
examination under a microscope.
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Corticosteroid
egaa jibaagisej awiiya mashkikiin abajijikewinan
Vb M<PN JA-> LYPP? IKIMM9A

(eh-gaa che-ba-gi-sej a-we-ya mush-ge-geen
a-ba-chih-chih-keh-wi-nun)

A class of drugs that decrease swelling and
inflammation and suppress the body’s immune
response by acting as an anti-inflammatory.

Coughs Up Blood
miskwiini odojibanitwaan / miskwiini odositaan
rP-c DONr<oC> / I"P-o DDO/C°
(mis-kwee-ni o-do-ji-ba-ni-dwan / mis-kwee-ni o-do-si-dan)
Blood comes up when coughing.

Cryotherapy
aahkwajijaakizwaawak amoogowaapinewi
manjoosesak
"o LPN-<-Y Ud<-ADA-L2JNNY
(aa-gwa-chih-chih-ga-si-wuck a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we
man-cho-seh-suck)
A procedure which “freeze burns” away cancer
cells.

CT Scan
bawaatepisowinik kaabiitaabikawaakanooj
<JUAAA-0 bACALL-bo~
(ba-wa-teh-bi-so-wi-nig ga-bee-ta-bi-ga-wa-ga-nooch)
An abbreviation for computerized (axial)
tomography (CAT Scan). A CT scan is a
special type of x-ray which uses a computer
to produce a “3 D” picture of the exact size and
location of a tumour.

Cyst
bikwashkisewin / kawashejisek kanibiwak
miyaawik
Ab-"PNA2 /[ b UPN bo AL THAN

(bi-gwash-gi-seh-win / ga-wa-sheh-che-sek ka-ni-be-wuck
me-ya-wig)

A sac containing fluid or semi solid material.
The majority of cysts are benign.

Cystitis
baagiseni oshigonasiwajikan bijimiyaawik
<PNo DJSdar<d b AMTHZAS
(ba-gi-seh-nih o-shih-go-na-si-wa-chih-gun be-che-me-ya-wig)
An inflammation of the bladder caused by
bacteria, chemotherapy or radiation treatments.

Cystectomy
bakweshikaade shigonasiwajikan
<9-JbU Jdar<dlb?
(ba-gweh-shih-ga-deh shih-go-na-si-wa-chih-gun)
Surgical removal of part of your bladder.

Cystoscopy
shigonasiwajigani memejikaajikewiyaab
J'da/<bo TIMbMA-c>!

(shih-go-na-si-wa-chih-gun-ni
meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-we-yaab)

A diagnostic procedure in which an endoscope,
a small lighted tube, is put into the bladder
through the urethra to check for abnormalities.

Cytomegalovirus (CMV)
miniiwaapinewimanjooses
Fo<d-AoA- L2JN
(mi-nee-waa-bi-neh-we-man-cho-sehs)
A virus that often causes severe pneumonia in
individuals with depressed immune systems.

D

Depression (suffers from)
majentam
L°Ce
(ma-chen-dum)

Not happy.

Dermatitis
wiisakashage / ginakashage
A\bn9 / Pabn9
(we-sa-ga-sha-geh / gi-na-ga-sha-geh)
Skin is irritated. Can be a side effect of
chemotherapy of radiation.
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Diabetes, has
shoogaawaapine
ob<-Ao
(sho-ga-wa-bi-neh)
Has sugar illness.

Diagnosis
iinaapinewin kamikikaatek
AaA0A-? blPbUN
(ee-na-bi-neh-win ga-mi-gi-ga-tek)
Identification of a disease from signs, symptoms,
laboratory results, radiological results, and
physical examination findings.

Diarrhea
gizhiwashgade
PS<-vbU
(gi-shih-wush-ga-deh)
Loose, watery stool (feces) or bowel
movement(s). Has a runny stomach.

Dies
nipo / iishkwaapimaadisi
o> / A'b-ALNY
(ni-bo / eesh-kwa-bi-ma-ti-sih)
Finish living.

Diet, is on a
onachikaadeni ge’iinajigej
DalbUo 9Aal9-
(o-na-chih-ka-deh-ni geh-ee-na-chih-gech)
Made to eat something different because of
chemotherapy or radiation.

Dietitian
odonachige awiiyan ge’iinajigenij
>DalM9 <JA->> 9Aal90-
(o-do-na-chih-geh a-we-yan geh-ee-na-chih-geh-nich)
Person who can help you if eating becomes a
problem.

Digital Rectal Examination (DRE)
bD>ITY~ V1rb"dbo~
(ga-o-chi-mee-zeech eh-meh-meh-chih-ka-ha-ka-nooch)
Examining the rectum with finger.
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Dizzy, feels
kityashkweyaabi
PZva->A
(key-yush-kweh-ya-bih)
Feeling of spinning around.

E

ECG- See electrocardiogram
odehiig naabaabikeshin
DU'AN o<AQJ™
(o-deh-he na-ba-bi-keh-shin)

Edema
kabaagisek
b<P\YY
(ka-ba-gi-sek)
Swelling of body tissue due to an abnormal
build-up of fluid.

EKG-See electrocardiogram
odehiig naabaabikeshin
DU'AN o<AQJ™
(o-deh-heek na-ba-bi-keh-shin)

Electro-larynx
nodagozonaabik
oCdAa AN
(no-da-go-zo-na-bik)
A battery operated machine that is held against
the throat to create vibrations that enable an
individual to talk. Used after the removal of the
voice box.

Electrocardiogram (ECG/EKG)
naabaabikeshin odehiig enanagajijikaatenik
a<AQS? DU'AN VaablbUc?®
(na-ba-bi-keh-shin o-deh-he e-na-na-ga-chih-chih-ga-deh-nig)
A test that makes recordings of the electrical
impulses of the heart. Abnormal recordings may
show forms of heart disease.
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Embolism
giboskwese omiskoyaabiik
pP>rQ-\ DId>AY
(ge-boos-kweh-seh o-mis-ko-ya-beek)
The sudden blockage of a blood vessel by a
blood clot, piece of tissue, or large air bubble
that has been transported through the blood
stream.

Endometrial Biopsy
itkwe ogigishkwaawasowash bakii
manishigaadeni ememejikaajikaatenik
ayaakwen amoogowaapinewinini
A9: DPPYb:Ao<d-Y <P LoSbUc
VT1rerbUe® <92 <1d<-AoA-

(ee-kweh o-gi-gish-kwa-wa-so-wush ba-gih
ma-ni-shih-ga-deh-nih e-meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-ka-teh-nig
a-ya-gwen a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-wi-ni-ni)

A diagnostic procedure in which a small piece of
the lining of the uterus is removed to help detect
or rule out cancer.

Endoscope
biijimiyawi memejikaajikewiyaab
ALZA- TIMbMrA->!
(bee-che-mi-yow-we meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-we-yaab)
A narrow, flexible tube, often with a light and
lens at one end. It is used to look inside the body
at internal organs.

Endoscopy
bijjimiyawi memejikaajikewiyaab eyaapatak
ememejikaajikenaniwak
APZA- TIMbMAA-> VITIMbMa o4

(bee-che-mi-yow-we meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-we-yaab
e-ya-ba-duck e-meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-ga-ni-wuck)

A way of looking at the inside of body cavities,
such as esophagus (food pipe) and the trachea
(wind pipe) using an endoscope.

Enema
biidaapawasowin ga’ochi miisiich
ANCLL-AA2 b TP
(be-da-pa-wa-so-win ga-o-chih me-seech)
Instilling liquid in the rectum to cleanse the
bowel or put in medications.
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Epidural Anaesthesia
giithkimi mashkiki jiishtahiigewin
PP LYPP MYC"AQA-
(key-ki-me mush-ge-ge cheesh-ta-he-geh-win)
A way of relieving pain by injecting a numbing
agent into the space of the spinal cord to block
sensations in the abdomen and lower body.

Erythema
mishkwashagese
MVb-0na\
(mish-gwa-sha-geh-seh)
Redness of the skin.

Erythrocyte (RBC)
miskwi misko manjoosesak
r°P- rodLrJdsie
(mis-kwee mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck)
Red blood cells. They carry oxygen to body cells
and carbon dioxide away from body cells.

Esophageal Speech
matwekotashkwewi ayamowin
LU-dCYQ-A- A5 A
(ma-tweh-go-tush-kweh-we a-ya-mo-win)
A way of speaking used by some people
who have had their voice box (larynx) removed.
Sound occurs when air is swallowed and is
forced out through the esophagus into the
mouth.

Estrogen
itkwewi nibiiwaaboo
A9-A- o ALD->
(ee-kweh-we ni-bee-wa-bo)
A female hormone produced by the ovaries and
other adrenal glands.

Examine/ Examination
memejikaahaakano
1Mrb"bo
(meh-meh-che-ga-ha-gun-no)
Checks someone out.
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Excision
manishigaade  (body part) / bakweshigaade /
kiishkishikaade
LosbU ___(M>A- ad) / <9-5bU /
P PSOU
(ma-ni-shih-ga-deh ___ (me-yow geh-goon) /
ba-kwe-shih-ga-deh / keysh-ki-shih-ga-deh)
Cutting out a part of the body, including
cancerous growths.

Faint, feels
iishkwaadehemajiho
AVb-U'VLI'D
(eesh-kwa-de-heh-ma-chih-ho)
Feels faint - dizzy lightheaded like the need to
sit down. May occur after a test or chemotherapy
or radiation.

Fatigue(d)
nishi’ayaa / jaagii / gichi ayakosi
ol / LP / PP J>d¢
(ni-shih-a-yaa / chaa-gi / gi-che a-ya-ko-sih)
Extreme tiredness.

Fear
gohdaaji / sekisi
d"'cr / \p¢
(go-da-chih / seh-ki-sih)
Feeling scared.

Fecal Occult Blood
gaawin kaanaakwak miskwiiwimoo
bA- bab-* T"P-A-1
(ga-win ga-na-gwuk mis-kwee-wee-mo)
Blood in the stool (feces) not apparent to the
naked eye.

Feces, your
gimoo
Pl
(gi-mo)
Feces, bowel movements.
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Feelings

iinamajihowinan
AalLlMMP>AQ?
(ee-na-ma-chih-ho-wi-nun)
Thoughts, emotions, feelings.

Feeling scared (see Fear)

sekizi / gohdaaji.
\eY / d'Cr
(seh-gi-sih / ko-da-chih)

Fever

gishidewise

PSUA-N

(gi-shih-deh-wi-seh)

Is suddenly hot-feels cold-feels chilled-
temperature is high 38*C.

Fibroid Tumour

bikwashkise iikwe abinoojiish kaa’ojinitawikinij
Ab-PS AQ- Al bDoCA-Po-
(bi-kwush-ki-seh ee-kweh a-bi-noon-cheesh
ga-o-chih-ni-ta-wi-gi-nich)

A non-cancerous (benign) tumour of the uterus.

Flu, has the

kichi otagigomi

P DCPP

(gi-che o-da-gi-go-mo)

Feels like a cold - bad cold.

Fungal Infections

omigii

>Ire

(o-mih-key)

A side effect of chemotherapy or radiation
therapy which causes fungal infections to occur.
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Gas, passes
boogidi
>PN
(bo-gi-dih)
Farts.

Gastroscopy
biijimisatak eshiipaayaabajikaniwit misato
memejikaajikewiiyaab eyaapatak
APTRCY VI<E<bo A TRD TIMbM9A->!
Vo< CO

(bi-chih-mi-sa-tak e-she-ba-ya-ba-chih-ka-nee-wit mi-sa-to
meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-we-yaab e-ya-ba-duck)

An examination of the inside of the stomach
using a narrow tube often with a lens and a light
at one end called a gastroscope.

Genetic Counselling
wiidamaagewin aandi gewijiseg
amoogowaapinewin gegii oji giin ayaayan
A>CLAA? <PN ALY JUd<K-AoA2 APl
p> 4552
(ween-da-ma-geh-win aan-di geh-wi-chih-seg
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win geh-gi o-chi geen a-yaa-yun)

A person who talks to you about your inherited
risk of getting cancer.

Genetic Testing
gegoo amoogowaapinewin giin gegii ojisikoyan
Ad <1d<:A0A- P> 9P DIrYd>>
(geh-go a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win geen geh-gi
o-chih-si-go-yun)
A scientific way of looking at a small piece of
tissue to find out whether you have a greater
chance of developing certain types of cancer
than the general population.

Germs
majimanjoosesak
HNRNALY
(ma-chih-man-cho-seh-suck)
Bacteria-bad little bugs. People taking
chemotherapy are more likely to get infections
from germs.
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Grief
gi-chi machendamowin
Pr L1°ClA-
(gi-chih ma-chen-da-mo-win)
Feels so sad about losing something.

Guilt
maadenimidiso
LUalNA
(ma-deh-ni-mi-di-so)
Feels to blame for the cause of something.

H

Headache
dewishtikwaane
UA-*Nb-o
(deh-wish-ti-kwa-neh)

Head hurts - head aches.

Head and Neck Cancer
mishtikwaan egwaa mikwayaw
amoogowaapinewinan
MNb-> Vb Mb->° <1d<-A0A-a?
(mish-di-kwan eh-gwa mih-kwa-yaw
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A group of cancers that may occur in the mouth,
voice box, throat or sinuses.

Heart Attack, has
gipijidehese
PALU"'VY
(gi-bi-chih-deh-heh-seh)
Heart stops.

Hemorrhage
kichi miskiiwise
PIM T PA-N
(gi-che mis-kwee-wih-seh)
A term used to describe a heavy loss of blood.
Sometimes an advanced cancer will weaken a
blood vessel and the person will have a
hemorrhage.
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Hereditary
aaniko miiniwewinan iishiyaawinan
dodloV-A2 ASZAQ?
(aa-ni-ko me-ni-weh-wih-nun ee-shih-ya-wi-nun)
The process of passing on particular traits or
conditions from parent to child.

High Grade
kaagotaadikwakin kaa’amoowemakak kichi
akosiiwinan
bdCNb-P> blV:-Lb* P Qd/A:a?
(ga-go-ta-di-gwa-kin ga-a-mo-weh-ma-guck gi-che
a-ko-see-wi-nun)

Cancers that tend to spread quickly.

Hodgkin’s Disease (Lymphoma)
misko kaa’oji bimowepahiigemakak
amoogowaapinewin
r°d bD>M AIV-<"A9Lb" <1d<-A0A-?

(mis-ko ga-o-che bi-mo-weh-ba-he-keh-ma-guck
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

A type of cancer that affects the lymph system.
(See Lymphoma).

Hormone Therapy
gawichiithiwemakakin miiyawik mashkikiin
bA-M"AV-LbP> ZA-N LVPP>
(ga-we-chih-he-weh-ma-ga-kin me-ya-wick mush-ge-geen)
Giving hormones as medicine to treat certain
types of cancers.

Hormones
gaminowiicihiiwemakakin miiyawik
ga’ochimakakin
bl 0A-MAV-LbP> T'ZA-N bDILbP?
(ga-mi-no-we-cih-he-weh-ma-ga-kin me-ya-wick
ga-o-che-ma-ga-kin)
Chemical substances made in our bodies.
They regulate specific body functions as
metabolism, growth, and reproduction.

Hospice
kaa’ishi kanawenimidwaa kaa’ani nipowaaj
bAJ baV-.:olC: bdo o>+~
(ga-ee-shih ga-na-weh-ni-mi-dwa ga-a-nih ni-bo-waach)
A place or program that cares for dying patients.
Also helps family and friends in caring for and
coping with the loss of a dying loved one.
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Hospital
akosiiwikamik
<Id/A-blM
(a-ko-see-wih-ga-mig)
Sick house.

Hygiene
payakindisowin
<HPPNAA-2
(ba-ya-kin-di-so-win)
Cleans his/herself well. Radiation therapy can
affect the skin and make it important to have
good hygiene.

Hysterectomy
itkwe kaamanishikaatenik opayaw
A9- bLoSbUg® D<>°
(ee-kweh ga-ma-ni-shih-ga-teh-nig o-pa-yaw)
Taking out the uterus with surgery. The ovaries
may also be removed at the same time
(oopherectomy).

Immune System
kaaminoyaawigohiikoyan kiityawik
bl o> A-d"Ad>? PZAN
(ga-mi-no-ya-we-ko-he-go-yun key-yow-wig)
The body’s defense against invading bacteria
and foreign chemicals and cells.

Impotence
gaawin jikiibatakisoj
bA-> MPLCPA~
(ga-win che-key-ba-ta-ki-soch)
Not able to have an erection for sexual
intercourse, to ejaculate, or both. Can happen
after treatment for prostate cancer.
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In Situ Cancer
mwaye maajaamakak amoogowaapinewin
L-4 LULLY <Ud<-ADA-
(mwa-yeh ma-cha-ma-guck a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A cancer that has not spread to neighboring
tissue from its original site. It is considered a
very early form of cancer.

Incontinence
shaashigishka / maamiisiishka
nlP% / LI
(shaa-shih-gish-ga / ma-mee-seesh-ga)
Not being able to control bowel movements
(defecation) or urination. Pees on self too easily
- urinates too easily. Wetting your pants when
you cough or sneeze - can happen after
treatment for prostate cancer.

Indigestion, feeling of
tewashkade / tewimisate / gishiwashkade
U<d-vbU / UATSU / PO<-UbU
(teh-wush-ga-deh / teh-wi-mi-sa-teh / gi-shih-wush-ga-deh)
Indigestion - stomach hurts or feels
uncomfortable after eating.

Infection
Miniiwise /omigiiwise
FoAN / DIPA-N
(mi-nee-wih-seh / o-mi-key-wi-seh)
Invasion of the body tissues by micro-organisms
such as bacteria and viruses.

Inflammation
baagise
<P\
(ba-gih-seh)

Your body’s reaction to an infection, irritation
or injury. You can get redness, swelling, pain
and warmth of the affected area.

Injection
jiishtahiigewin
PUC"AQA-?
(cheesh-ta-he-keh-win)
Administering fluids or drugs with a needle into
the muscle or the vein under the skin.
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Intravenous
naabaabigeshin
a<AQJ?
(na-ba-bi-geh-shin)
Administering fluid and/or medicine into the
bloodstream with a needle.

Intravenous Pyelogram (IVP)
bawaatepison kaamemejikaahakanowaaj
odiitiikonisak miina shikooniyaabiik
<L-UAA? bTIrb"<b.o<~ DNNdoh\ Ta
J'doZ AN

(ba-wa-teh-bi-zon ga-meh-meh-chih-ga-ha-ga-no-waach
o-dee-tee-go-ni-suck mee-na shih-go-ni-yaa-beek)

An X-ray of the kidneys and urinary system.
They are taken after the injection of a
radiopaque dye into a vein in the body.
Intravenous pyelograms are used to help
diagnose abnormalities of the kidneys and
urinary system.

Invasive
misiweshkaamagan amoogowaapinewin
M?V-'bLb> <1d<-A0A-
(mi-zih-wesh-ka-ma-gun a-mo-ko-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer that has spread beyond its point of
origin.

Irritated, skin is
tewashage
U<-n9
(deh-wa-sha-geh)
Skin breaks down and becomes red and sore.
Can occur after radiation therapy.

Isolation
beshikoshkinehwaakano
VJdvPo"dbo
(beh-shih-goosh-gi-neh-wa-gun-no)
A way of protecting cancer patients from
infections when their immune systems are
depressed. They stay in a separate isolation
room. Visitors must thoroughly wash their
hands, wear gowns, masks, and possibly gloves
when entering an isolation room.
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Itches
ginakisi / ginagashake
PaPr / Pabnq
(gi-na-gi-sih / gi-na-ga-sha-geh)
A skin sensation that causes you to scratch. A
side effect of radiation therapy.

J

Jaundice
wisaawise
ASNAN
(wih-za-wi-seh)
A condition characterized by yellowing of the
skin and whites of the eyes, dark yellow urine
and clay coloured stool that is associated with
gallbladder or liver cancer.

L

Laryngectomy
manikotashkweshwaakano
LodCY9-n+bo
(ma-ni-go-tush-gweh-shwa-gun-no)
Surgical removal of the larynx or voice box.

Laser Surgery
jaakisomaajishowewin
LPALMV-A-
(cha-gi-zo-ma-chih-sho-weh-win)
Cancer treatment that uses an intense, narrow
beam of light (called a laser beam) to cut,

destroy, or fuse cells. Often used for treatment of

cervical or skin cancer.

Laxative
shaaposikaniwimashkiki
n>rbo LVPP
(sha-bo-sih-gun-ni-wi-mush-ge-ge)
Drug to help move bowels.
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Lesion
akoso nameshkaawinik / kaminiiwinaniwak
ddAaTbAc / blcAao<d
(a-ko-so-na-mesh-ga-wi-nick / ka-mi-nee-wi-na-ni-wuck)
A diseased or injured area of the body that may
be caused by injury or disease, such as cancer.

Leukemia
misko wadowahii amoogowaapinewin
Md <-O<4"A <1d<-A0A->
(mis-ko wa-do-wa-he a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer of blood forming tissues such as the
bone marrow. White blood cells are produced
in excessive amounts and are unable to work

properly.

Leukopenia
nawajiin waabimisko manjoosesak
a<-r? Q-A TrdLrdsaey
(na-wa-cheen wa-bi-mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck)
Abnormally low numbers of white blood cells,
this makes it hard for your body to fight
infections. A common side effect of
chemotherapy.

Linear Accelerator
bawaatepison ojaakisiwaan iikweniwan
amoogowaapinewi manjoosesan
<JQUAAA2 DLPN? A9-0 ]2
LII<-A0ALPINN?
(ba-wa-teh-bi-soon o-cha-kih-si-wan ee-kwe-ni-wan
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-wi man-cho-seh-sun)
A linear accelerator is a machine for radiation
therapy. It uses high-energy x-rays to deliver
external radiation to a cancer.

Liver Cancer
ohkon amoogowaapinewin
D'd> JId<1-ADA-
(oh-koon a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A cancer that either starts in the liver or spreads
to liver from another cancer site.
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Lobectomy

ohkon / ohpan pahkweshwaakano

DId / D'<? <9 unbo

(oh-koon / oh-pun ba-kweh-shwa-gun-no)

Surgical removal of a lobe (or section) from a
lung or the liver.

Localized Cancer

kaamwaye maajaamakak amoogowaapinewin
bL-4 LULLLY <1d<:A0A-?

(ga-mwa-yeh ma-cha-ma-guck a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A cancerous growth that has not spread to other
parts of the body.

Low Grade

kaababejinitaawikwak amoogowaapinewin
b<VMoCAb- d1d<-A0A-

(ga-ba-beh-chih-ni-ta-wi-gwuk a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A type of cancer that tends to grow slowly.

Lump

waawiye bikwashkosewin

<J-A-4 Ab-YdNA-

(wa-wi-yeh bi-kwush-go-seh-win)

Something grows roundly. A growth found
under skin on any part of the body that may be
cancerous.

Lumpectomy
bikwashkosewi ojoojooshimik maajishikewin
Ab-YdNA- DJJST LMSAA-2

(bi-kwush-go-seh-we o-cho-cho-shih-mig
ma-chih-shih-geh-win)

Surgical removal of a breast tumour along with a
small amount of nearby normal tissue.

Lung Cancer

ohpani’amoogowaapinewin

D<o <1d<-A0A-?

(oh-pa-ne a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

A type of cancer that starts in the lung or spreads
to the lung from another cancer site. Lung
cancer is often caused by smoking.
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Lymphedema
baagise misko gaa’oji bimowepahiigemakak

<PN T°d bDM ALV-<"AQLLY
(ba-gih-seh mis-ko ga-o-chih
bi-mo-weh-ba-he-geh-ma-guck)

Tissue swelling caused by a blockage in nearby
lymphatic vessels or nodes. A side effect of
breast cancer treatment.

Lymphoma
misko gaa’oji bimowebahiigemakak
amoogowaapinewin
r°d bDF AIV-<"AQLb™ <11d<-Ao0A->

(mis-ko ga-o-chih bi-mo-weh-ba-he-geh-ma-guck
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

The type of cancer that begins in lymph nodes.
There are different kinds of lymph nodes
cancers. Doctors determine the different
lymphomas by the type of cell that is involved in
the tumour.

M

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
amoogowaapinewi mamaataawaabiko
jakaatesijikan
<11d<-AoA- LLCK-AJLbUATB?

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we ma-ma-ta-wa-bi-go
cha-ka-teh-si-chih-gun)

A way of diagnosing cancer that uses a magnetic
field to produce a picture of an internal organ on
a computer.

Mammogram
joojooshibawaatepisowin
JJJ <SUAAA-2
(cho-cho-shih-ba-wa-teh-bi-so-win)

An X-ray of the breasts.

Mastectomy
manijoojooshimeshigewin
LoJJJS1J9A-
(ma-ni-cho-cho-shih-meh-shih-geh-win)
Surgical removal of a breast.



Cancer Word Book with Severn Ojibwe Equivalents

Melanoma (see skin cancer)
washagahiik amoogowaapinewin
<Lnb"A <1d<-AoA-?
(wa-sha-ga-heek a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
The most dangerous type of skin cancer. Starts
as a pigmented mole. Melanoma can quickly
spread locally and to distant organs.

Metastasis
mishtese amoogowaapinewin
MUS <dd<-AoA-?
(mish-teh-seh a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer cells that spread from the first cancer
site to other parts of the body. For example,
breast cancer can spread to the bone then to the
lung.

Mucositis
omigiiwitoonese
DIPA-Do\
(o-mih-key-wi-do-neh-seh)
Sores found in the mouth and throat. Are a side
effect of chemotherapy and radiation therapy.
Gets a sore in someone’s mouth.

Myelogram
waawikaniyaabiiwi bawaatepisowin
LAboZAA <J-UAAA2

(wa-wi-gun-nee-yaa-be-wi ba-wa-teh-bi-so-win)

An x-ray of the spinal cord taken after dye is
injected into the space around the spinal cord

to show any pinching or dislocation of the spinal
cord.

Myeloma
opikan, owaawikaniyaab okani
amoogowaapinewin
DAb?, D<LAbos! DboA: 11d<-A0A?

(oh-pi-gun, o-wa-wi-gun-nee-yaab, oh-ka-nee-wi
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

A cancer that often forms in the ribs, spinal
column or pelvic bones.

N

Narcotic
wiisakaapinewimashkiki
ANbADA- LVPP
(wee-sa-ga-bi-neh-we-mush-ge-ge)
A prescription drug used to reduce pain.

Nausea
baakomomajihoowin
<dALP'D>A-?
(ba-go-mo-ma-chih-ho-win)
Feeling the need to vomit. A common side effect
of chemotherapy.

Nuclear Medicine
kichi bahkisikanimashkiki
Pr<'Prbo LVPP
(gi-che ba-gi-si-gun-ni-mush-ge-ge)
The diagnosis and or treatment of disease,
including cancer, using radioactive chemical
substances.

Numb, feels
kitkimisewin
PPINA-?
(key-ki-mi-seh-win)
Cannot feel-can be a side effect of surgery.

O

Occult Blood
gaawin kaanaakwak misko miziiwinik
bA- bab-* I'"d [PA-c
(ga-win ga-na-gwuk mis-ko me-zee-wi-nig)
Blood that is not seen by the naked eye. Simple
chemical test can detect occult blood in stool.
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Oncology
amoogowaapinewi kikinoohamaagewin /

natawihiiwewin
Q1d<I'ADA: PPO"ALAA / o CA"AV-A-

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win gih-ki-no-ha-ma-keh-win /
na-da-we-he-weh-win)

The study and treatment of cancer. Doctors who
specialize in oncology are called oncologists.

Ostomy
bagooneshigan miyawik
<doJb’ N'ZA*

(ba-go-neh-shih-gun me-yow-wig)

A surgical procedure that connects an internal
cavity of the body to an opening (stoma) on

the outside of the body. There are many types of
ostomies, including colostomies, tracheostomies
and ileostomies.

Palliative Care

ganawenimaawak egaa gaagiinatawihiidwaa
baV-agL<d-" Vb bPaCA-"AC:

(ga-na-weh-ni-ma-wuck eh-ga ga-key-na-da-we-he-twa)
Treatment that relieves pain and symptoms of
the disease but does not cure it. It includes
emotional support and counseling.

Pelvic Examination

itkwe ohpayawaak ineke memejikaasowin
A9 D<EN A09 TIMbAA-

(ee-kweh oh-pa-ya-waak ee-neh-geh
meh-meh-chih-ga-so-win)

When the doctor examines the woman “down
below”. The doctor will examine the woman’s
“baby passage” and check the vagina, cervix,

uterus and ovaries to check for abnormalities.
This is part of a gyne examination.

19

Pathology
akosiwinanaadonikewinini
ddFAaaD09Aco
(a-ko-see-wi-na-na-do-ni-keh-wi-ni-ni)
The study of disease/tissues. A doctor who
specializes in pathology is called a pathologist.
The pathologist examines biopsy specimens and
determines if cancer cells are present.

Photosensitivity
wahkewijaakizo washagahiig
<J"AA-LPA Q-ob"AY
(wa-keh-we-cha-gi-so wa-sha-ga-heeg)
Extreme sensitivity to the sun, leaving the
patient prone to sunburns. Side effect of
chemotherapy and radiation.

Platelets
misko manjoosesak gaakipitinamowaaj
miskwiini
°d L2JSSY bPANQ < M P-or
(mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck ga-gi-bi-ti-na-mo-waach
mis-kwee-ni)

Small blood cells needed to stop bleeding.

Pneumonectomy
manohpaneshigewin
Lo"<0J9A-?
(ma-noh-pa-neh-shih-geh-win)
Surgical removal of an entire lung or part of a
lung.

Polyp
biijimiyawaabiin amoogowaapinewinan
APTZ<A 11d<-AoA?

(be-chih-me-yow-wa-been a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

A cauliflower like growth that develops in the
mucous membrane lining of the colon, bladder,
uterus, vocal cords, or nasal passage. These are
usually benign but are often surgically removed
because they could become cancerous.
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Port (infusion)
naabaabikehon / naabaabikeshin

a<AQ'D>? / o<AQS?
(na-ba-bi-keh-hon / na-ba-bi-keh-shin)

A device placed under the skin to allow easy
access to veins. Used for taking blood and
giving medications and transfusions.

Preventative Measures
kipitinan mwaye amoogowaapineyan
PANQ? L4 <1d<-Ao5>?

(gi-bi-ti-nun mwa-yeh a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-yun)

Actions that can be taken to reduce the chance
of developing cancer. Examples include
choosing not to smoke and protecting yourself
from excessive exposure to sunlight. Preventive
measures may also include surgery to remove
organs that may develop cancer.

Primary Site (primary tumour)
amoogowaapinewin gaagii’oji maajitaamakak
<11d<-AoA-? bPDI LMCLBY

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win ga-key-o-chih ma-che-da-ma-guck)
The area of the body where a tumour originally
started.

Prognosis
wiidamaakewin aan ge’aniinaapinej awiiya
A-CLAA < 9doa Ao dA>

(we-da-ma-geh-win aan geh-a-nee-na-bi-nech a-we-ya)
The prediction of how a disease will progress.

Prostate Cancer
iininiiw amoogowaapinewin
Aoo° <1d<-A0A-

(ee-ne-new a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer of the prostate gland located at the base
of the bladder in males.

Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA)
majaagamskwe e’iininiiw amoogowaapine;j iitok
LLbS"9: VAoo° 11d<-:Ao~ ADY

(ma-cha-gums-gweh eh-ee-ne-new a-mo-go-wa-bi-nech
ee-tok)

A protein produced by prostate cells. When
it is elevated in the blood, test shows an
abnormality in the prostate gland, possibly
cancer.
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Prosthesis

(body part) kaawin

(T'>A- 9d°) bA-?

((me-yow-we geh-goon) ga-win)

Artificial replacement of a missing body part,
such as an artificial leg, artificial breast or
artificial eye.

Protocol

amoogowaapinewininatawihiiwewi onajikewin
11d<IAoA-c o CAMAV-A-> DalQA-2

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we-ni-na-ta-we-he-weh-we
o-na-chih-geh-wi-nun)

The cancer treatment plan that includes the
drugs, dosages and dates for cancer therapy.

R

Radiologist

omasinaatepijike

DL/aUAMQ

(o-ma-si-na-teh-bi-chih-geh)

Is a doctor who specializes in reading x-rays and
diagnostic tests.

Radiation Therapy

masinaatepijikewini natawihiiwewin
LZeUAM9A-c o CA"AV-A-

(ma-si-na-teh-bi-chih-geh-wi-ni na-ta-we-he-weh-win)
Radiation therapy is the use of high energy
x-rays to damage or kill cancer cells. A
radiation Oncologist is a doctor who specializes
in using radiation to treat cancer.

Radioactive Implant

jaakiswaakanoowak amoogowaapinewi
manjoosesak megwehii
LPNbo< <Ud<-AoA-L2JSNS 19-"A

(cha-gi-swa-ga-no-wuck a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-we
man-cho-seh-suck meh-gweh-he)

A radioactive source which is placed directly
into a tumour in an organ such as the prostate
or tongue. It is also referred to as Interstitial
Radiation Therapy or brachytherapy.
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Reconstructive Mammoplasty
oshki joojooshkaaniwan
>UP JJ’bod-?

(osh-gi-cho-chosh-ga-ni-wun)
The use of plastic surgery to rebuild the breast
after a mastectomy.

Rectal Exam, gets a
ga’ochi miisiich memejikaajikewin
bD>l 'Y~ TIMbM9A-
(ga-o-chih mee-seech meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-keh-win)
Is being examined in the anus.

Rectal Cancer
ga’ochi miisiich amoogowaapinewin
b Y~ <11d<-AoA-
(ga-o-chih mee-seech a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A cancer that occurs in the final part of the large
intestine. It precedes and is attached to the anus.

Recurrence/relapse
kiiwe amoogowaapinewin
PV- 11d<-AoDA-

(key-weh a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer “coming back” in same sites after
treatment.

Red Blood Cells
miskwi misko manjoosesak
EUZERETENNN
(mis-kwee mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck)

The cells in the blood that give strength.

Red Blood Count (RBC)
miskwi misko manjoosesak agimaawak
[oP- L2JNN QPLK
(mis-kwee mis-ko man-cho-seh-suck a-gi-ma-wuck)
The number of red blood cells seen in a blood
sample.

Regional Involvement
animaajaamakan amoogowaapinewin
doLlLb? <1d<:A0A-?

(a-nih-ma-cha-ma-gun a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
The spread of cancer from its original site to
nearby organs or structures.
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Remission
kipijimakan amoogowaapinewin
PAr <1d<-AoA-

(gi-bi-che-ma-gun a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
The time when the cancer is under control and
the person is free from its signs and symptoms.

Retching
kakwepaakomosewin
bA-<dINA-
(ga-gweh-ba-go-mo-seh-win)
The body tries to vomit but no food or fluid
come out. It can be a side effect of
chemotherapy.

Sarcoma
amoogowaapinewin kamikikatek ima
kiicitateyaabiik kaye okanik
<11d<-A0A-? bl'PbUN AL PPNUSZAN b4
Dbo®

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win ga-m-kih-ga-tek ee-ma
key-che-ta-de-ya-beek ga-yeh o-ka-nick)

A type of cancer that develops in connective,
or soft tissue, such as cartilage, fibrous tissue,
muscle, or bone.

Scan (Radiostope Scan)
masinaatepisoniwaaboo jiishtahiikewin
LFaUAAc<-> MUC'A9A-

(ma-si-na-de-bi-soon-ne-wa-bo cheesh-ta-he-keh-win)

A test used to study the brain, bones, and other
organs for disease. A radioactive substance is
injected into a vein and collects in certain
organs. The organs are then studied by special
scanners that detect the substance. A diagnostic
test that uses a radio active substance to show
the area of concern.
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Shunt

wiikopikopijikaniyaab

A-dAJIATbo!

(we-go-bi-ko-pi-chih-gun-ne-yaab)

A small, flexible plastic tube surgically inserted
under the skin. It is used to remove excess fluid
from that part of the body. Used for treatment in
brain tumour.

Side Effect

aanihko akosiishkaakemakan
<o'"d <dr'bAlLb?

(aa-nih-ko a-ko-seesh-ga-geh-ma-gun)

An unwanted or undesirable symptom caused
by cancer treatment. Reactions from drugs or
radiation that are not intended or wanted.
Chemotherapy can cause nausea, vomiting, hair
loss and fatigue.

Skin Cancer

washagahii amoogowaapinewin
<Lnb"A <1d<-AoA-?

(wa-sha-ga-he a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

A type of cancer that grows on the skin usually
in the places most exposed to the sun. (See basal
cell carcinoma and melanoma).

Specialist
gaamamaadaawisiij kichi mashkikiiwini
bLLCA-/~ Pl LYPPA-co

(ga-ma-ma-da-we-seech gi-che mush-ge-ge-wi-ni-ni)
Big medicine man.

Speculum
itkwewinik tokakwahiganaabik
CA->>nAb"Aba A

(ee-kweh-wi-nick to-ka-kwa-he-ka-na-bick)

An instrument used to widen the opening of the
vagina to make it possible to see and take
samples from the cervix. (Used during a pap
test).

Spinal tap
waawiganiyaaboo jimemejikaajikaateg
<IA-ba>> CTICbMBUN

(wa-wi-gun-nee-yaa-bo chih-meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-ga-teg)
A test in which fluid is taken from spine to be
checked for cancer.
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Sputum Test
ohsitamosikoon memejikaajikaate
DNCUPd? TMblMbU

(oh-si-ta-mo-si-koon meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-ga-deh)
A microscopic test of phlegm coughed up from
the lungs.

Staging
aan eyakoshkaamakak aasha
amoogowaapinewin
< VZdblLb do d1d<-AoA-

(aan eh-ya-kosh-ga-ma-guck aa-sha
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

The process of evaluating how far cancer has
spread. It describes the size of the tumour; the
extent of spread locally; the extent of spread to
the lymph nodes; and whether or not the disease
has spread to other parts of the body.

Simulator
wawenajikewin getoojikaateg iiwe
amoogowaapinewin
<V-al9A-2> OrbU™ AV- <1d<-AdA->

(wah-weh-na-chih-geh-win geh-do-chih-ga-teg ee-weh
a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

Part of the preparation for radiation therapy. It
involves taking CAT scan of the cancer and
determining the best way to treat it.

Stoma (see ostomy)

Stomach Cancer
misat amoogowaapinewin
M <11d<-AoA-

(mih-sut a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

Cancer that occurs in the stomach organ that is
part of the digestive system. It mixes food with
digestive juices and churns it into a thin liquid so
nutrients can be absorbed.

Stomatitis (see macositis)
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Sunscreen
giizis / piisom egaa jijaakisok shishoonigan

Peo / AAS Tb PLPA Foob?
(key-sis / be-soom eh-ga chih-cha-gi-sook shih-sho-ni-gun)

A cream, lotion or gel applied to the skin to help
protect it from the harmful rays of the sun.
Sunscreens are rated in strength by the sun
protection factor (SPF) from 2 to 60; the higher
the number, the greater the protection.

Surgery
maajishoowewin
LPoV-A-

(ma-chih-sho-weh-win)
Cutting open the body to remove a cancer
tumour. A Surgeon is a doctor who does surgery.

Suture
gashgwaaniwewin
b'b:aV-A-?
(gush-gwa-ne-weh-win)
Is sewn up - stitches in the skin after surgery.

Sweating
apwesiiwin
VA2
(a-bweh-see-win)
Getting very hot, perspiring. Can be a sign of
cancer or a side effect of chemotherapy.

Symptoms, has
aakosiiwenimoo
1d¢¥V-oJ

(a-ko-see-weh-ni-mo)
Physical changes that may be signs of cancer or
another disease.

Systemic Therapy (See chemotherapy)
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T

Terminal Cancer
kaagotaatikwak maawach amoogowaapinewin
bdCNb-* LK~ 1d<-A0A-

(ga-ko-da-ti-gwuk ma-wuch a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
An advanced, progressively worsening cancer
that cannot be cured and eventually results in
death.

Test results, has negative
kaawin gegoon jimikikaateg

bA= 98> PTPLU
(ga-win geh-goon chih-mi-gi-ga-teg)

Test shows no problems.

Test results, has positive
gegoon mikikaate

Qd> PbU
(geh-goon mih-gi-ga-teh)

A test that shows a problem that needs to be
checked further.

Testicular Cancer
inini pashkwewash amoogowaapinewin
Aoo <Y9-<-Y <1d<-A0A->

(ee-ni-ni pash-kweh-wush a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer that grows in the testicles, scrotal sac or
“balls”.

Testicular Self-Examination (TSE)
iinini opashkwewash memejikaahiitisowin
Aco D<YQ-<Y TIMb"ANAA-?

(ee-ni-ni o-pash-kweh-wush meh-meh-chih-ga-he-de-so-win)
Checking your own testicles (scrotal sac or
“balls”) to detect lumps, or changes in size or
shape.

Thoracotomy
tawaakikaneshwaakanoo
C<-Pbown-bo

(ta-wa-gi-ga-neh-shwa-gun-no)

An operation to open the chest wall, most
commonly to remove a tumour in the chest
cavity.
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Throat Cancer (See head or neck cancer)
okotashgwahii amoogowaapinewin
>dC"A 1d<-ADA-

(o-go-dush-gwa-he a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

Thrombosis
kibimiskoyaabiiwise
PAINIZAAN
(gi-bi-mis-ko-yaa-be-wi-seh)
A clot in the blood in the vein that blocks it off.

Thrush (see mucosites)
omigiiwigonewewin
DIPA-doV-A-

(o-me-key-wi-go-neh-weh-win)

Thyroid cancer
mikotashgwahii oniish amoogowaapinewin
MdC%-"A DoV <1d<-AoA-
(mih-go-dush-gwa-he o-neesh a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer in the gland that secretes hormones to
help regulate growth and metabolism. It is
located in the throat, near the windpipe
(trachea).

TNM Classification (see staging)
aan eshiwepak iiwe amoogowaapinewin
<P VIV-<N AV 1Ud<-ADA?
(aan eh-shih-weh-buck ee-weh a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
A systematic way of describing the size, location
and spread of a tumour. ‘T’ describes the
primary tumour according to its size and
location. ‘N’ applies to the lymph nodes that
drain fluid from the area of the tumour and
whether the cancer has spread to them. ‘M’
explains whether the cancer has spread to distant
areas in the body, from the lung to the brain for
example.

Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN)
wiisiniiwaapikeshin
AZo<-AQJS?
(we-sih-nee-wa-bi-geh-shin)
Giving nutrients through an intravenous or
feeding tube to bypass the digestive system. This
is also called hyperalimentation.
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Toxic Reaction
pichipoosewin
AP>NA2
(bi-chih-bo-seh-win)

Serious side effects of chemotherapy or radiation
treatment that are dangerous or poisonous.

Tracheostomy
tawikotashkweshwaakano
CA-dC"9-»bo
(ta-wih-go-dush-gweh-shwa-gun-no)
A surgical procedure in which an opening is
made in the windpipe usually to ease breathing
and may be permanent for cancer of the throat or
larynx. (see larynx cancer).

Transfusion
gamiinakanooch miskwiini odakosii
bllabo™ "P-c DCJX

(ga-me-na-ka-nooch mis-kwee-ni o-ta-ko-see)

Giving blood to patient.

Tumour (see cancer)
amoogowaapinewin
<1d<-A0A-?

(a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)

U

Ultrasound
jakaatesijikewi memejikaajikewin
LbU/MAA- TIMbM9A-?
(cha-ga-deh-si-chih-geh-we meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-geh-win)
A picture that uses sound waves to outline the
shape of tissues and organs in the body and to
detect abnormalities. Ultrasound tests may be
used to help differentiate between cysts and
solid tumours.



Cancer Word Book with Severn Ojibwe Equivalents

Unconventional Therapy
bakaaninatawihiiwewin
<bo aCA-"AV-A-?

(ba-ka-ni-na-da-we-he-weh-win)

A therapy outside the conventional cancer
treatments. Examples include herbal therapies or
special diets, art or music therapy, or natural
health practices. May also be called “alternative
therapy™.

Urinalysis
shikonaaboo memejikajikewin

Jda> TIMbM9A-
(shih-go-na-bo meh-meh-chih-ga-chih-geh-win)

A routine urine test that describes the colour,
appearance and contents of a urine sample.

Urinary Tract Infection, has
miniiwishikonaaboo
focA-J'da>

(mi-nee-wi-shih-go-na-bo)
Has pus in the urine.

Uterine Cancer
itkwewi amoogowaapinewin
A9-A- <1d<-ADA-

(ee-kweh-we a-mo-go-wa-bi-neh-win)
Cancer of the female organs.

\%

Vagina
abinoochiish ga’ochi nitawikich
Aol DI oCA-P-

(a-bi-no-cheesh ka-o-chih ni-ta-we-gich)
Passage where a baby comes through when it is
born.

Vein
miskoyaab
r~d-!
(mis-ko-yaab)
A blood vessel that carries deoxygenated blood
from the body back to the heart and lungs.
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Vertigo, has
giwashgweyaabi
PQ-9->A
(key-wush-gweh-yaa-bih)
See dizzy

Virus
majimanjooses
LALPJN?

(ma-chih-man-cho-sehs)
A tiny organism that invades and grows in cells
and thereby alters their function.

Vomit
baakomowin
<PlA-
(ba-ko-mo-win)
To throw up the contents of the stomach through
the mouth.

\%4

White Blood Cells (leukocytes - blast cells)
waabimisko manjoosesak
<AMPILPINNY
(wa-bi-mis-ko-man-cho-seh-suck)
White substance in the blood that help fight
invading germs, infections and allergy-causing
agents.

X

X-Rays
masinaatepijikan / masinaatepisowin /
bawaatepisowin / chakaatepisowin
LZaUAML> / LYaUAAA> / <QUAAD> /
LbUAAA-?

(ma-si-na-teh-bi-chih-gun / ma-si-na-teh-bi-so-win /
ba-wa-teh-bi-so-win / cha-ga-teh-bi-so-win)

A picture of your body is used to diagnose and
treat cancer.
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Cover artwork

As a representation of the cancer word book,

the painting tells a story of comfort, direction,
support and guidance. In the most difficult times
of life, there are those who provide such comfort,
support, direction and guidance. In the native
culture, there is interconnectedness between

all living beings and the environment. The sun
provides warmth, light, growth and nourishment
and mother earth gives life, shelter, food and a
supportive environment for us to thrive in.

In the painting, the person holding the bowl

is healthy and is providing support to the
person who is in distress mentally, physically,
spiritually, and emotionally. The bowl contains
care, support and growth, and is being extended
to the other person who is shown as accepting
these values. In those times when we are
challenged and our spirits are low, it is these
values of support, care, guidance and a helping
hand that guide and support us through our time
of need.
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INTRODUCTION

Culture influences the way patients talk about cancer, understand it and communicate their
symptoms. It also influences how messages about treatment and care are received by patients.
Researchers and translators tell us that cancer terms are highly technical and that it is a challenge to
translate words specific to cancer into Aboriginal language.

The Cancer Word Book aims to improve cross-cultural communication between health care
providers, patients and family members. Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Committee
developed this tool for translators and those who assist health care providers to communicate with
aboriginal people. It is designed to assist patient navigators, cultural interpreters and translators who
support Aboriginal people and their families who are diagnosed with cancer. It can also assist health care
providers to communicate with Aboriginal patients and their family members when translation is not
available.

A small working group worked with Bruce Beardy to develop the content and layout. The
Interpreter’s Manual (Sioux Lookout Zone Hospital, 2000) and the Cancer Word Book (Canadian Cancer
Society, 1990) provided useful information for the development of this resource. The Cancer Word Book
is designed in two parts: Severn Ojibwe and Ojibwe equivalents. Each section lists the English word
with definition and the translated words.

Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Committee is committed to reducing the burden of
cancer for Aboriginal people in Northwestern Ontario. Through the development of culturally relevant
resources, the committee aims to increase cancer awareness and education about cancer prevention and
care for Aboriginal people. The funding for this project was provided by the Northern Cancer Research
Foundation (NCRF).

Regional Cancer Care’s Aboriginal Cancer Care Committee (2005)

Aboriginal Nursing Program, Lakehead University
Anishnawbe Mushkiki

Canadian Cancer Society — Thunder Bay

Dilico Ojibway Child and Family Services

First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada
Hospice Northwest

Matawa First Nations

Metis Nation of Ontario

Nishnawbe Aski Nation

NorWest Community Health Centres

Ontario Metis Aboriginal Association

Pain and Symptom Management Team

Regional Cancer Care — Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre
Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre

Wequedong Lodge
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The Ojibwe Language consists of many different dialects. Each community somewhat represents
its own dialect and the Syllabic writing system and translations will vary accordingly. In this booklet, the
common Syllabic writing system is used which is generally practiced by Ojibwe communities. Many of
these communities are found in the Treaty 9 and Treaty 3 areas, as far as Manitoba/Ontario border to the
west and to Marten Falls in the east, from Fort Francis area to Webequie. The map below shows where
the Severn River Basin is located with respect to some of the Severn Ojibwe communities. Communities
like Poplar Hill, Pikangikum, Eabametoong, Mishkeegogamang and Slate Falls are Ojibwe speaking
communities.

T Severn River Area

Map was retrieved from the NAN website

il
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GUIDE TO READING THE OJIBWE PHONETIC WRITING SYSTEM

There are two sets of vowels in the Ojibwe language, seven vowels altogether; three short and

four long. Three short vowels include:

1 0 a

The remaining four vowels are known as long vowels. The short vowels above are simply paired
by adding the same (vowel) letter to it to produce the long sound. The vowel ‘e’ by itself is considered to

be a long vowel.
e i 00 aa

The examples of the short and long vowels are:

1. Short Vowels
vowel English Equivalent Ojibwe Translation
i pin nibe-iidiiwin o VI'AN-A® anesthesia
0 to okon >d* liver
a above okan >b* bone
2. Long Vowels
vowel English Equivalent Ojibwe Translation
e pet sheboozigan 1V>rbe laxative
ii beat wiiyaw -A° body
00 choose abinooji A1 child
aa fax wisaawisewin AR-ANAC jaundice
The Ojibwe consonants and vowels which are used in this booklet are:
Consonants w p/b t/d k/g ch/j m s/z sh/zh 'y

Vowels e 1 1 0

00 a

aa

il
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The examples of the Ojibwe syllable writing system are the following:

final English gloss
L P s AN ¢ Burned, is
jaa ki 70 wi n

With the ‘final’ infix and with a ‘w’ in between the consonant and vowel (¢’w’v) cluster:

final | c’'w’v final English gloss
P - @ -9q & < C - Dizzy, feels
gii wa sh gwe | yaa ba da m

In the Syllabic orthography, a long vowel sound is achieved by simply placing a dot above the
Syllabic character as the chart below indicates.

Ojibwe Final English Gloss
Common Syllabics L r © -V Ay ¢
With Long Vowels L r ® 'V A ¢ Surgery
Roman Orthography | maa | ji zhoo | we wi n

Below is the example of the gloss entries in this booklet with common Syllabics.

Medical Word Ojibwe Roman

Orthography
\— Cancer

gaa’amoogot gichi’aakoziwin abiichi
padinitan miziweshkamagan

b<dld® Prr Adr-A* JAI <NoC* I'Y-V?bLb*
Cancer is a general term for more than 200
diseases. It is the uncontrolled, abnormal growth
of cells that can invade and destroy healthy
tissues. Most cancers can also spread to other
parts of the body.

Meaning

Ojibwe
Common Syllabics

v
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OJIBWE CONSONANT - VOWEL SYLLABLE CHART

vowels e 1 il 0 00 a aa

consonants Finals
w we wi wil WO W00 wa waa w
p pe pi pii po poo pa paa p
b be bi bii bo boo ba baa b
t te ti til to t0o ta taa t
d de di dii do doo da daa d
k ke ki kii ko koo ka kaa
g ge gi gii g0 g00 ga gaa
ch che chi chii cho choo cha chaa ch
j je ji jii jo joo ja jaa ]
m me mi mii mo moo ma maa m
n ne ni nii no noo na naa n
S se si sil SO SO0 sa saa S
z ze z1 zil Z0 Z00 za zaa z
sh she shi shii sho shoo sha shaa sh
zh zhe zhi zhii zho zhoo zha zhaa zh
y ye yi yii yo yoo ya yaa y




Cancer Word Book with Ojibwe Equivalents

COMMON OJIBWE SYLLABICS WRITING SYSTEM CHART
with Roman equivalents

Finals

Y, A > <
e 1 0 a
-V AN -> -<

w we wi WO wa
V A > <

p/b pe/be pi/bi po/bo pa/ba
U N D C

t/d te/de ti/di to/do ta/da
9 P d b

k/g ke/ge ki/gi ko/go ka/ga
1 r J L

ch/j che/je chi/ji cho/jo cha/ja
1 r d L

m me mi mo ma
o) o 0 Q

n ne ni no na
N 4 A 5

s/z se/ze si/zi S0/zo sa/za
T J © %)

sh/zh she/zhe shi/zhi sho/zho sha/zha
4 ~ < s

y ye yi yo ya

Extra Characters: x = Christ h=H = =R ==1L

vi
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OJIBWE LONG VOWEL SYLLABICS WRITING SYSTEM CHART
with Roman equivalents

Finals

\Y A > N
e 1 0 a

east -V A D> -

w we wi WO wa
v A > <

p/b pe/be pi/bi po/bo pa/ba
U N D C

t/d te/de ti/di to/do ta/da
q P d b

k/g ke/ge ki/gi ko/go ka/ga
1 r J L

ch/j che/je chi/ji cho/jo cha/ja
T r g L

m me mi mo ma
o) G o) a

n ne ni no na
S ) ; 8

s/z se/ze si/zi S0/zo sa/za
1 i) ® )

sh/zh she/zhe shi/zhi sho/zho sha/zha
4 N < %

y ye yi yo ya

Extra Characters: x = Christ h=H = =R ==1L

vil
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Ache
dewiziwin
U-A7-A*
(deh-wi-ze-win)
A dull pain anywhere in the body that doesn’t
g0 away.

Acute
gidatabaapinewin
PCC<AD-A"
(gi-da-ta-ba-pi-neh-win)
An illness that happens suddenly or over a short
period of time.

Adenocarcinoma
anida gaa’amoogot oniisgok
doC bD>1d¢ Do d®
(a-nih-da ga-a-mo-goot o-nees-gook)
A type of cancer made up of abnormal gland
cells that line the inner surface of some organs in
the body.

Adrenal glands
niizhin aa’gaasinoon wakichi odetikosiiwik gaa’
oji’anookiimagak wiiyawig
of'* db/o* <P DUNJY-A* bD>M<oPLb®
-A>-A®
(nee-zhin a-ga-sih-noon wa-gi-chih o-deh-te-go-see-wik
ga-o-chih a-no-key-ma-guck we-yaw-wig)
Two small organs on top of the kidneys that
release hormones affecting various body
functions.

Allergic, is
gaa’maanaamiijigadek / gaa’maanaaminigwadek
gaa’maanaa’iigwamonoodek
bLalMbU® / bLalo-bU® / bLaA'bloU®
(ga-ma-na-me-chih-ga-dek / ga-ma-na-mi-ni-gwa-dek /

ga-ma-na-ee-gwa-mo-noo-dek)

When your body or skin reacts badly to something

you eat, drink, breathe. You may experience

sneezing, watering eyes, hives that itch, shortness

of breath and swelling. Can be treated with
medication.

Alopecia

gaabaapaagizidoch owiinizisan mashgigi ochi
b<<PFD" D+Ac/\* L*PP DI
(ga-ba-ba-gi-si-dooch o-we-ni-ze-sun mush-ge-ge o-chih)
Hair loss from chemotherapy. This can include
all body hair as well as scalp hair. Your hair
grows back after treatment is finished.

Amputation

giizhgigadezhwa giizhginikezhwa gaye
naasizhigaade gaa’odabinek

PPbU-00 PP b4 a’/SbU bD>CAD®
(keysh-gi-ka-deh-zhwa keysh-gi-ni-geh-zhwa ga-yeh
na-si-zhih-ga-deh ga-o-da-bi-neck)

Cutting off a limb or part of the body.

Analgesic
adawi’on ji’adawiisagedak
JdC-AD* PC-ANQC
(a-da-we-oon che-a-da-wee-sa-geh-duck)

A drug that takes away pain.

Anemia
bibaagaazheyagamin misgwi
A<bLZbl* [P
(bi-ba-ga-zheh-ya-gum-min mis-gwee)
A shortage of red blood cells, which may cause
fatigue.

Anesthesia
nibe’iidiiwin
oVAN-A*
(ni-beh-ee-dee-win)
A drug inhaled or injected into you to freeze or
numb your body, to put you to sleep so you don’t
feel anything.

Anorexia
gaawiisiniisig
b-Alor®
(ga-wee-si-nee-sick)
Lack of appetite for food. Appetite loss that is
sometimes a side effect of chemotherapy.
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Antibiotic
gaa’ojimino’ayaag mashgigi
bD>IT od>* L”PP
(ga-o-chih-mi-no-a-yaag mush-ge-ge)
Healing medicine.

Anticoagulant
mashgigi gaa’abadak
L?PP bl<C* MPAN/0° [P
(mush-ge-ge ga-a-ba-duck)
Drug/medicine that is used to prevent blood
clots from forming in your body.

Antiemetic
mashgigi gaa’abadak jinishamaaji’ozik gaye
jizhashishigagowezik
L?PP b<l<C* FowlLlD>r* b4 MNnl'Sbd- Vet
(mush-ge-ge ga-a-ba-duck chih-ni-sha-ma-che-o-zik ga-yeh
chih-sha-shih-shih-ga-go-weh-zick)
A drug that prevents or relieves nausea and
vomiting.

Antifungal
mashgigi gaa’abadak bichiboowizewinig
L?PP bld<C® AM>-AN-Ac®
(mush-ge-ge ga-a-ba-duck bi-chih-bo-we-zeh-wi-nick)
A medicine used to treat fungal infections.

Artificial Larynx
aanimigiziwijigaade noodagozijigan
gaanaabishgigadeg
dolPP-ArMbU oCdrPMb* ba A”PbU®
(aa-ni-me-gi-zi-we-chih-ga-deh no-da-go-zi-chih-gun
ga-na-bish-gi-ga-dek)
After the voice box (larynx) is removed for
cancer an artificial voice box is used. This
battery operated machine is held against the
throat to create vibrations that enable a person to
be heard.

Ascites
nibi gaamooshginejishgaagoch
o\ bl”Pol*”bd"
(ni-bi ga-moosh-gi-neh-chish-ga-gooch)
Abnormal accumulation of fluid in the belly.

Aspirate
gawiigwa’igemagak shaabonigan
b-A-bAALb® n>ob®
(ga-we-gwa-ee-geh-ma-guck sha-bo-ni-gun)
The process of removing fluid from a specific
area, using a big needle, often used for
diagnostic purposes to relieve discomfort.

Atrophy
ojidateyaabiin gaa’akozit
DrCUSA® b<dre©
(o-chih-da-teh-yaa-been ga-a-ko-zit)
Thinning or wasting of the muscles of the body.

Autoimmunity
wilyawig gaa’anisabi’anogiimagazinok
‘A>-A* b<lo“NA<oPLbF 0*
(we-ya-wig ga-a-ni-sa-be-a-no-key-ma-ga-zi-nook)
An abnormal condition in which the body’s
immune system fights and rejects itself.

Axillary Dissection
oniizhgwak oniigwiik gaa’bagwajizhoodwa
Do™b® DoPt b<-blw:C
(o-neesh-gwuck o-nee-gweek ga-ba-gwa-chih-zho-dwa)
An operation to remove the lymph nodes lying
under the armpit.

Bacteria
manijoozesak gaa’oji’aakozik gaye bichimowise
LoJd”SNe bDrddr® b4 Ard-AN
(ma-ni-cho-zeh-suck ga-o-chih-a-ko-zik ga-yeh
bi-chih-mo-wi-seh)
Tiny bugs that can cause infection and disease.
Can only be seen with a microscope.
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Barium Swallow

gaaminigwadeg jizhaabwadeshimich omizat
gaye onagish

blfo-bU* MFn-<UJST DI\ b4 Dal?
(ga-mi-ni-gwa-deg chi-sha-bwa-teh-shi-mich o-mi-sut ga-yeh
o-na-gish)

A way of taking an x-ray picture of the upper
bowel and stomach. One drinks a clay like
liquid. Then an x-ray of the upper bowel is
taken.

Basal Cell Carcinoma (see Skin Cancer)
giziswadek oji aagoziwin gaa’amoogot
ozhagayag

Pr-RUE DI dd7-A* b1d® Dunb5>®
(gi-ze-swa-dek o-chih a-ko-see-win ga-a-mo-goot
o-zha-ga-yag)

The most common type of skin cancer. Is most
often found on parts of the body frequently
exposed to the sun.

Benign (tumour on your body)
gaa’ozhi’omagak wiiyawig gaawiinonjiji’
izhinaagwak gaa’amoogot

bD>JDLbY ‘AZA* b-Ao*MASa b® bl l1d®
(ga-o-zhi-o-ma-guck we-ya-wig ga-we-noon-chih-chih
ee-zhi-na-gwuck ga-a-mo-goot)

A swelling or growth that is not cancerous. It
does not spread from one part of the body to
another, and is usually not dangerous.

Bilateral

gwekweginage wilyawig gaawiisagedak
“9:9Pq -A>-A* b-ANAC?
(gwe-gwe-gi-na-geh we-ya-wig ga-we-sa-geh-duck)

This term refers to both sides of the body.

Bile Duct Cancer

owiizap gaa’ojik gaa’amoogot iinabinewin
D>-ANC bDr* b<dld® AaAo-A*

(o-we-zap ga-o-chig ga-a-mo-goot ee-na-bi-neh-win)
Cancer of the tube that carries bile from the liver
to the duodenum. A type of bile duct cancer.
Bile ducts carry bile from the liver and the
gallbladder to the small intestine

(duodenum).

Biopsy
baki gaabagwajizhigadek ji’adogigejigadek
<P b<-bMSbU* M<IDPArbU
(ba-key ga-ba-gwa-chi-zhi-ga-dek
chih-a-do-gi-geh-chih-ga-dek)
Cutting out a small piece of tissue for the
doctor to look at under the microscope to help
decide whether or not you have cancer.

Birthmark, has a
omiiniiman
DlolL®
(0-me-nee-mun)
Red, brown or white mark on skin present at
time of birth.

Bladder
zhigiiwin gaa’izhibiindek
JP-A* bASAU®
(shih-key-win ga-ee-shi-been-dek)
The part of the body in the lower belly where
urine is stored.

Blast Cells
owiin nibiiwa ozhi’omaganon gaawaabishgagin
misgwiimik gaa’ojimisgwiiwaabinech
D-A* oA DIDLbo®* b-dA“bP® P
bD>-P-<AD"
(o-ween ni-be-wa o-zhi-o-ma-ga-noon ga-wa-bish-ga-kin
mis-kwee-mik ga-o-chih-mis-kwee-wa-pi-nech)
Immature white blood cells. A very small
amount of blast cells are normally present in the
bone marrow. In leukemia, blast cells are present
in large numbers.

Blood Brain Barrier
gaa’adawii’och gaa’izisenon iima wiinidibiik
inege
bJdC-AD" bASN 0% AL -AcNA® A9
(ga-a-da-we-ooch ga-ee-zi-seh-noon ee-ma wee-ni-di-beek
ee-neh-ke)
A network of blood vessels that help to prevent
potentially dangerous substances from entering
the brain. Some chemotherapy drugs cross this
barrier.
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Blood Count
misgwiimak gaamisgwagin gaa’abadagin gaye
gaayagasigin edasinagwanoogwenan
PL® bIM-bP* b-I<P* b4 b>b/P*
VCr/a-bo9a®
(mis-kwee-muck ga-mis-gwa-kin ga-a-ba-da-kin ga-yeh
ga-ya-ga-zi-kin eh-ta-si-na-gwa-no-gwe-nun)
The number of red blood cells, white blood
cells, and/or platelets in a sample of blood. See
definition of red, white blood cells and platelets.

Blood Pressure
misgwiimak gaa’abida’ak
[PL® b<IACK®
(mis-kwee-muck ga-a-bi-da-ak)
Pressure of the blood on the walls of the arteries
Hypertension—blood pressure is higher than
140/90.

Blood Transfusion
shaabonigan gaa’abadak misgwii gaamiinidig
n>0b® bJA<C® TP bloN®
(sha-bo-ni-gun ga-a-ba-duck mis-gwee ga-me-ni-dig)

Is given blood through a needle.

Blood Typing
misgwii bezhigwan jidinoowak jibwamiinit
awiiya
P VJSb* PNo<t M<Io® <-A>
(mis-gwee beh-shi-gwan chih-di-no-wuck che-bwa-me-nit
a-we-ya)
A laboratory test that is done before a blood
transfusion to ensure that the donor’s blood is
compatible with the recipients. Blood typing
identifies the specific blood type (A, B, O
or AB).

Blood Work
omisgwiimak gaa’odabinigadek
>r-PL bDCAobU®
(o-mis-kwee-muck ga-o-da-bi-ni-ga-dek)
A test to examine your blood count, blood c